
Exploring The Web - Chapter 5

REVIEW:

1. In your own words, define web accessibility:

  Web accessibility means making a website user-friendly for ALL people. And understanding that 
special considerations may need to be made for the handicapped, the blind and others with disabilities.

2. What is the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)?

  This act became law in 1990 when Congress passed a bill stating that no one with a disability can 
be discriminated against by the government or a private company.

3. How does the ADA apply to web design?

  In 1996 the department of Justice formally stated that the ADA also applies to the World Wide Web.

4. What does it mean to simplify the content of your site?

  Simplifying the site means knowing which content is most frequently requested and viewed by 
users. Then using that knowledge to place the most popular and interesting information on a prominent place 
on your site. Simplified design is clean, elegant, user-friendly and memorable.

5. What does it mean to simplify the navigation of your site?

  Simple navigation is obvious navigation. Clearly mark every link on your website with labels that 
accurately describe the content they lead to. Create a menu that is easy to read and understand. Your site 
structure should be organized and logical, with every page no more than three clicks away from another.

6. How many clicks should it take to get from one page to another in your site?

  three

7. Name two things you can do to make your site more accessible to the visually impaired:

  Use ALT tags to assign a description to an image that can be seen by text readers, and seen when 
mousing over an image.

  The TABINDEX attribute tells the TAB key where to go next. It is primarily used to help navigation 
inside tables and form elements.

8. Name something you can incorporate into your design that can make your site more accessible to 
people with low vision, as well as people with color blindness:

  Cascading Style Sheets (CSS)

9. If you have audio content on your site, what can you do to make sure people with hearing disabilities can 
also appreciate it?



  Audio files should have alternate transcription for available for viewing or download. Captions of 
lyrics and dialogue should also be available for music videos or movie clips. MAGpie (Media Access 
Generator) is a free software that allows you to easily create captions for streaming media in Windows Media 
Player, QuickTime and real Player formats.

10. What can you do to make your site more user-friendly for those who have a hard time using a mouse?

  You’ll want to label your tables in a logical sequence. You should also use the HTML attribute 
ACCESSKEY to “keyboard enable” certain sections of your web page or certain options in a form.

11. What three things can you do to make your site easier for a person with cognitive disabilities to use?

  Keep the navigation and menu structure simple. Menu links should be organized in a logical 
manner.

  Use graphics as a visual anchor for long strings of text whenever possible.

  Always allow the user the option to turn off moving graphics or music on a site.


